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Synopsis

Presenting the stories of Zeus and Europa, Theseus and Ariadne, the birth of Athens and the fall of
Troy, in all their variants, Calasso also uncovers the distant origins of secrets and tragedy, virginity,
and rape. "A perfect work like no other. (Calasso) has re-created . . . the morning of our

world."--Gore Vidal. 15 engravings.From the Trade Paperback edition.
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Customer Reviews

"The Marriage of Cadmus and Harmony" is a truly ambitious work. Roberto Calasso has gathered
together the various tales in Greek mythology, including the works of Hesiod and Homer, and put
them together into one cohesive whole. Rather than simply retelling these well-known stories, the
book shows the interconnectedness of events and characters, tying everything together. Calasso
writes with a style that is both narrative and scholarly. He takes time to dig deeply into the
underlying themes of Greek mythology, producing some profound and thought-provoking insights,
but at the same time keeps the tone animated, retaining the feel that this is an epic story rather than
a dry scholarly analysis.Despite the choice of title, the characters of Cadmus and Harmony are only
mentioned a few times in passing in the main body of the work. It is not until the final chapter that
they take center stage. Calasso opens the book with Zeus’s abduction of Europa, and ties this in
with a general theme of abduction to be found throughout Greek mythology. Then he slowly works
his way back in time, taking us, in the middle of the book, to the very beginning, the creation story of
the Greeks. From there Calasso moves forward once again, relating the fall of Athens, the decline of

ancient Greece, and the slow fading of the gods from earthly life."The mythographer,"” Calasso says,



"lives in a permanent state of chronological vertigo" (281). While he does make the stories flow
together, it would be impossible to put them in a definite order. Trying to do so would drive one mad,
and it is advisable to just sit back and enjoy the stories without worrying too much about their
placement in time.
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